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WELCOME  Welcome to MAM 772: Canon Law, Catholic Identity, and Ecumenism. I’m Dr. 

Morris Pelzel, your instructor for the course. I look forward to our class together and to getting to 

know all of you. This is my third year as part of the Creighton MAM program, and my secone 

time to teach this course. I’m delighted to explore with you the various topics that we will study.  

Here is the description of the course as found on the Master of Arts in Ministry website: 

Study of the Code of Canon Law and its import for pastoral ministry. Includes 

also a careful look at Catholic values and traditions with an emphasis on how to 

interact with and appreciate religious beliefs and values shared by other 

denominations and other world religions.  3.000 Credit Hours. 

As we progress through the semester, I encourage you to communicate with me at any time with 

questions, comments, feedback, concerns, or any issues you might have with the course. You can 

contact me by any of the means provided by BlueLine and also by my personal email, phone, 

and Skype accounts as listed above. I am committed to responding promptly and effectively to 

your messages. We will be using weekly discussion boards as part of the course, so there will be 

plenty of opportunity for interaction and conversation within the class.  

The following sections of the syllabus will list the learning objectives of the course, required 

readings, the course schedule, and further information about procedures and assignments. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES   Upon completion of this course students should be able to: 

1. Identify the structure and layout of the Code of Canon Law, name its major divisions, and 

locate specific canons within the Code. 

2. Articulate the history and role of laws, norms, and rubrics in the Christian community. 

3. Analyze pastoral situations that call for the application of canon law, identify and apply the 

appropriate canons, and provide a theological rationale for the effective resolution of the 

case. 

4. Locate and appropriately cite further norms and rubrics in the Church beyond the Code, such 

as the General Introduction to the Roman Missal (GIRM) and other liturgical legislation. 

5. Name the ten trends regarding the future of the Church as identified in John Allen’s The 

Future Church, and provide a critical analysis of at least one of those trends. 

mailto:morris.pelzel@gmail.com
http://www.creighton.edu/ccas/programs/masterofministry/courselist/index.php


6. Identify significant texts and principles pertaining to ecumenism and the Catholic Church at 

Vatican II and in the post-conciliar period, and evaluate the current status of at least one 

relationship between the Catholic Church and another Christian community, 

7. Identify significant texts and principles pertaining to interreligious relations and the Catholic 

Church at Vatican II and in the post-conciliar period, and evaluate the current status of at 

least one relationship between the Catholic Church and another non-Christian religious 

community, 

8. Describe and assess the state of Catholic attempts to engage persons of no religious faith 

through initiatives such as the "Courtyard of the Gentiles." 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

Books 

 Code of Canon Law (Latin Rite) (can be accessed online, or you can get a paper copy) or, 

if you want to spend the money for the Code and a detailed commentary, John Beal, 

James Coriden, and Thomas Green, New Commentary on the Code of Canon Law 

(Paulist Press, 2002). ISBN 978-0809140664. 

 James Coriden, An Introduction to Canon Law (Burnes and Oates, 2004). ISBN 978-

0860123743. 

 Kevin McKenna, A Concise Guide to Canon Law. A Handbook for Pastoral Ministers 

(Ave Maria Press, 2000). ISBN 978-0877939344.   

 Michael Smith Foster, Annulment, the Wedding that Was. How the Church Can Declare 

a Marriage Null (Paulist Press, 1999). ISBN 978-0809138449. 

 John Allen, The Future Church (Doubleday Religion, 2009). ISBN 978-0385520386. 

 Edward Cassidy, Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue: Unitatis Redintegratio, Nostra 

Aetate (Paulist Press, 2005). ISBN 978-0809143382. 

 

Documents and Articles (these will be made available online via weblink or pdf) 

 Robert Bellah, "Religion and the Shape of National Culture, in America (July 31-Aug 7, 

1999): pp. 9-14. 

 Second Vatican Council, “Decree on Ecumenism” (Unitatis Redintegratio) 

 Second Vatican Council, “Declaration on Non-Christian Religions” (Nostra Aetate) 

 Pontifical Council for Culture, “Where is Your God? Responding to the Challenge of 

Unbelief and Religious Indifference Today” 

Other resources (documents, videos, links, etc.) will be made available in an Additional 

Resources section on Blueline. 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.amazon.com/New-Commentary-Code-Canon-Law/dp/0809140667/ref=pd_sim_b_2
http://www.amazon.com/Introduction-Canon-Revised-James-Coriden/dp/086012374X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1319829924&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Concise-Practical-Handbook-Pastoral-Ministers/dp/0877939349/ref=pd_sim_b_3
http://www.amazon.com/Annulment-Wedding-That-Was-Marriage/dp/0809138441/ref=pd_sim_b_4
http://www.amazon.com/Annulment-Wedding-That-Was-Marriage/dp/0809138441/ref=pd_sim_b_4
http://www.amazon.com/Future-Church-Trends-Revolutionizing-Catholic/dp/0385520387/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1319829804&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Ecumenism-Interreligious-Dialogue-Redintegratio-Rediscovering/dp/0809143380/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1319830824&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Ecumenism-Interreligious-Dialogue-Redintegratio-Rediscovering/dp/0809143380/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1319830824&sr=1-1
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19641121_unitatis-redintegratio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/cultr/documents/rc_pc_cultr_doc_20040313_where-is-your-god_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/cultr/documents/rc_pc_cultr_doc_20040313_where-is-your-god_en.html


SCHEDULE 

 

Week 1—March 13-19 – The Code of Canon Law—Background, Book II 

Coriden, Introduction to Canon Law, 1-106 

Code of Canon Law, as referenced 

 

Week 2—March 20-26 – The Code of Canon Law—Books I, III-VII 

Coriden, Introduction to Canon Law, 107-206 

Code of Canon Law, as referenced 

 

Week 3—March 27-April 2 – The Code of Canon Law—General Pastoral Applications 

McKenna, A Concise Guide to Canon Law 

Code of Canon Law, as referenced 

 

Week 4—April 3-9 – The Code of Canon Law—Marriage and Annulment 

Foster, Annulment, the Wedding that Was 

Code of Canon Law, as referenced 

 

First Canon Law Case Study Assignment—due Tuesday April 9 

 

Week 5 –April 10-16 – Catholic Identity—The Future Church/The Catholic Imagination 

Allen, The Future Church, 1-94, 141-297, 427-456 

Bellah, “Religion and the Shape of National Culture” 

 

Second Canon Law Case Study Assignment—due Tuesday April 16 

 

Week 6—April 17-23 – Catholics in Dialogue—The Quest for Christian Unity 

Second Vatican Council, Unitatis Redintegratio 

Cassidy, Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue, 1-124 

Allen, The Future Church, 375-413 (“Trend Ten: Pentecostalism”) 

 

Week 7—April 24-30 – Catholics in Dialogue—Encountering the World Religions 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19641121_unitatis-redintegratio_en.html


Second Vatican Council, Nostra Aetate 

Cassidy, Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue, 125-264 

Allen, The Future Church, 95-140 (“Trend Three: Islam”) 

 

Week 8—May 1-7 – Catholics in Dialogue—“The Court of the Gentiles” 

Pontifical Council for Culture, “Where is Your God? Responding to the Challenge of 

Unbelief and Religious Indifference Today” 

 

Catholics in Dialogue Project—due Saturday May 11 

 

PROCEDURES, ASSIGNMENTS, and RUBRICS 

1. For purposes of this course, the “course week” begins on the Wednesday morning of each 

week and ends on the following Tuesday evening.  

 

2. The required reading for each week of the course is listed above. Students should try to 

complete the readings as early in the week as possible. Suggestions for further reading and 

study will also be given for each week’s topic. 

 

3. I will provide weekly audio podcasts during the semester, highlighting some of the themes 

and topics under consideration. The audio files will be in MP3 format and should play right 

in your browser. There may also be occasional video material and possibly some live web 

conferencing or chat, depending upon student schedules and the quality of Internet 

connections. 

 

4. Assignments--listed here in summary, with detailed descriptions below: 

 Weekly discussion board participation (1/3 of final grade) 

 Canon law case studies  (1/3 of final grade) 

 Catholics in dialogue project (1/3 of final grade) 

 

5. Grading Scale  The grading scale for the final grade in the course is as follows:  A (90-

100%); B (80-89%); C (70-79%); F (< 70%). The case study and the essay will each be 

graded on a 100 point scale. Each week’s discussion board grade will be on a 20 point scale; 

the average of the eight discussion board grades will then be converted to a 100 point scale 

and averaged with the other two grades to attain the final grade. 

 

6. Weekly Discussion Board Participation--Each week there will be a forum in which the 

readings and topics for that week will be discussed.  Each student will be required to make a 

minimum of four posts each week. The four required posts should each be at least a 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/cultr/documents/rc_pc_cultr_doc_20040313_where-is-your-god_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/cultr/documents/rc_pc_cultr_doc_20040313_where-is-your-god_en.html


paragraph in length (100-150 words or so). 

 

 The first post will describe an issue or topic raised in that week’s required reading 

that the student would like to see further discussed in the class. This post should 

include specific references to passages in the required reading. The goal here is to 

uncover issues and themes that you are particularly interested in and want to explore 

further with your classmates and me, and/or issues that you have questions about and 

which you would like elucidated through conversation and dialogue with others. You 

can also incorporate elements and examples from your own experience if this proves 

helpful in framing the issue or question. This first post will be due by 10:00 pm 

local time on the Friday evening of each week of class. 

 

 Second, after reading all the initial posts, each student will be required to respond to 

the first post of a classmate who has not yet received a reply.  Include specific 

reference to the main idea of the classmate’s post and to the assigned readings, 

expand on the classmate’s idea with additional information, or offer an alternative 

viewpoint on the topic and support your position with references to the readings or 

posts by other class members. Perhaps raise questions and speculate further on the 

topic. This second post will be due by 10:00 pm local time on the Saturday 

evening of each week of class. 

 

 Third, respond to the person who responded to your first post. Indicate how his/her 

response increased your own understanding and/or stimulated your thinking on the 

issue in question. Remember that your audience is a specific individual as well as the 

entire class. The third post will be due by 10:00 pm local time on the Monday 

evening of each class week. 

 

 Fourth, in a summative post, describe how your understanding of the issues under 

discussion this week has been enhanced and challenged. Having listened to the 

audio/video presentation, completed the readings, and discussed the issues with your 

classmates, what do you “take away” from this week’s conversations? How does this 

knowledge impact your role as a minister? This fourth post is due by 10:00 pm 

local time on the Tuesday evening of each class week. 

 

 You are of course free to participate in the forums beyond this minimal requirement 

(e.g., responding to several other students, developing an ongoing conversation on a 

certain topic, etc.). It should go without saying that all comments should be marked 

by civility and respect and should not engage in personal insinuations and 

disparagement or ad hominem arguments 



 I will participate in the discussions, although I do not want to preempt your role in 

shaping how the conversations unfold. I’ll respond as appropriate, especially when 

there is need for clarification, confirmation, and reference to helpful resources or 

content of interest. In particular, at the conclusion of each week I will respond to each 

student with a post that addresses the principal questions and issues raised by the 

student in his/her postings for that week. That post may be written or audio/video in 

format. 

 

7. Grading Rubric for Discussion Posts--Each week’s postings will be worth a cumulative 

total of 20 points.  Postings will be assessed according to the following criteria: 

 

A-level postings (18-20 points)… 

 are made in a timely fashion, giving others the opportunity to respond 

 clearly and cogently present or respond to the topic or issue in question 

 make specific references to the week’s reading assignments 

  make connections to previous or current content and/or to real life situations 

 contain no or very few grammatical or stylistic errors 

 

B-level postings (16-17 points)… 

 are made in a timely fashion, giving others the opportunity to respond 

 clearly present or respond to the topic or issue in question 

 make general reference to the week’s reading assignments 

 make connections to previous or current content and/or to real life situations, but the 

connections are not clear or firmly established. 

 contain few grammatical or stylistic errors 

C-level postings (14-15 points)… 

 may not all be made in time for others to read and respond 

 are somewhat unclear in how they present or respond to the topic or issue in question 

 do not make reference to the reading assignments for the week 

 make limited and vague connection to previous or current content and/or to real life 

situations 

 contain several grammatical or stylistic errors 

D/F-levels postings (<14 points)… 

 may be completely missing or not made in time for others to read and respond 

 do not present or respond to topics or issues pertinent to the week’s discussion 

 do not make reference to the week’s assigned readings 

 make no connections to previous or current content and/or to real life situations 



 contain many grammatical and stylistic errors 

These rubrics apply specifically to the four required posts and somewhat more generally to 

any posts made thereafter (e.g., posts beyond those required may be shorter and less directly 

tied to the week’s assigned readings). 

8. Canon Law case studies—Students will prepare two canon law case studies. The cases will 

be drawn either from the list provided by James Coriden in Introduction to Canon Law or 

will be developed from other sources, such as current and recent church events.  Each case 

study will consist of an essay of 500--750 words that provides the relevant background 

information and application of the appropriate canons of the Code and/or other pertinent 

documents of church legislation, and offers a brief theological/pastoral reflection on the case. 

Students are encouraged to discuss their cases with one another and with the instructor in the 

discussion forums or by other means. The first case study will be due at the end of the 

fourth week of the course (Tuesday, April 9); the second case study will be due by the 

end of the fifth week of the course (Tuesday, April 16). 

 

9. Catholics in Dialogue Project—Each student will complete a project that involves one of 

the three domains of dialogue and interaction engaged in by the Catholic Church—with other 

Christians, with other religions, and with persons of no religious faith. The project will 

normally be further narrowed within one of these three main categories, e.g., dialogue with 

Orthodoxy, with Islam, with the natural sciences, etc. The purpose of the project is to draw 

you into a deeper immersion, engagement, and analysis of one of the dialogues of particular 

interest to you. The discussion forums for weeks 6, 7, and 8 will provide an opportunity for 

conversation and feedback regarding the projects that are chosen. 

 

The project may take one of two forms. The first option is a standard essay of 2,000-2,500 

words. Guidelines for the essay are provided below. The second option is a project of some 

other format, such as a multimedia presentation, with guidelines, requirements, and rubrics 

worked out between student and instructor. Provision will be made for collaboration and 

sharing of the project process among students to the degree that this proves helpful. This 

project will be due a few days after the conclusion of the course (Saturday, May 11). 

 

10. Guidelines for essays: 

 The essay should establish a central idea or proposal and then proceed to develop and 

illuminate that idea with supporting evidence and details. 

 The essay should be informed by the assigned readings, class discussions, and other 

resources available to you that help support and illuminate your thesis. 

 The essay should not simply summarize the readings but should represent a personal 

synthesis and evaluation that arises out of a dialogue between you and the authors of 

the assigned texts.  



 If you use a direct quote or a close paraphrase of an author, you need to cite your 

source. Any of the main formatting styles, such as MLA or the Chicago Manual of 

Style, is acceptable as long as you are consistent. A formal bibliography is not 

necessary.  

 You may discuss ideas for the essays with me or your classmates, but the actual 

writing must of course be your own. 

 The essay should be clearly organized with a discernible narrative flow. Proofread 

carefully for mistakes in spelling, punctuation, grammar, syntax, etc. 

 

Grading Rubric for Essays.  

 

 A-level essay (90-100 points)… 

 

 thesis is clear, precise, and substantive, and is developed and supported by valid and 

persuasive reasoning and relevant evidence 

 is organized logically and coherently; paragraphs are unified and well developed; 

transitions are smooth and appropriate; causal connections between ideas are evident 

 demonstrates stylistic sophistication and excellent sentence structure and vocabulary 

 uses quotations and citations appropriately and effectively 

 no or very few errors of grammar and usage 

 

B-level essay (80-89 points)… 

 

 thesis is clearly defined and supported by adequate reasoning and evidence 

 is organized logically; paragraphs are unified and coherent, though perhaps slightly 

underdeveloped; transitions are generally effective, though some may be weak 

 sentences are well constructed and demonstrate some awareness of stylistic 

sophistication 

 use of quotations and citations is generally appropriate 

 contains some errors in grammar and usage, few of which obscure communication or 

weaken clarity 

C-level essay (70-79 points)… 

 thesis is discernible but not strongly articulated; support for the central idea is 

adequate but occasionally repetitious, vague, or sketchy. 

 organization is not consistent; paragraphs are generally coherent though sometimes 

underdeveloped; transitions tend to be mechanical 

 sentences are often lacking in variety and conciseness and demonstrate little 

awareness of appropriate style and structure. 



 use of quotations and citations is sometimes inappropriate or ineffectively integrated 

into the essay. 

 contains some errors in grammar and usage, which may obscure communications and 

weaken clarity 

D/F-levels essay (<70 points)… 

 thesis is unclear, confusing, or not apparent; support for the central idea is 

underdeveloped or irrelevant; reasoning is flawed 

 organization is inconsistent or illogical; paragraphs are incoherent; transitions are 

ineffective or non-existent 

 sentences are incomplete or muddled and demonstrate a poor sense of style and 

structure 

 use of quotations and citations is poorly documented and ineffectively placed within 

the essay 

 contains numerous errors in grammar and usage. 

 

11. Technology requirements for the course are listed here on the website of the Master of Arts 

in Ministry program. Students should be able to perform the following technical activities: 

 Access the BlueLine learning management system and navigate its features and 

functionality, such as making posts to discussion forums, sending and responding to 

email, and uploading documents to a dropbox. 

 Compose essays in a word processing program such as Microsoft Word. 

 Open an audio file in the mp3 format and listen to the file. 

  

12. ADA Statement:  If you have a disability that will require academic accommodations, you 

need to do both of the following as soon as possible: 1) contact the Office of Disability 

Accommodations in order to obtain a letter verifying your disability and the accommodations 

needed, and 2) make an appointment with me to go over this letter and discuss what 

reasonable accommodations can be made. 

 

http://www.creighton.edu/ccas/masterofministry/computerrequirements/index.php

